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Water, 2. Fire, 3. Earth, 4. Metals, 5. Stones, 
6. Herbs, 7. Grains, 8. Vegetables, 9. Fruits, 
10. Trees, 11. Insects, 12. Scaly Animals, 13. 
Shelly Animals, 14. Birds, 15. Quadrupeds, 
16. Man. In Plants each divisions are subdi¬ 
vided into numerous orders as shown in 
Table 1. 

It cannot be denied that European Materia 
medica is introduced into Arabian, Persian, 
also Central and East Asian medications via 
ancient traders trails like silk-road. On the 
contrary, medications and medical materials 
of Arabia, Persia, India and China might be 
introduced into Europe. In China the knowl¬ 
edge of plants for medical purpose dates 
back to the age of a mythical Emperor Shen- 
nong, who is said to have reigned in the 28th 
century BC, is the father of husbandry and 
medicine. History of Chinese Materia 
medica is said to begin with Shen-nong’s 
Bencao king of the Emperor Shen nung. 


Li Shi-zhen’s Bencao Gangmu is studied 
in detail by Bretschneider (1881-95). Li’s 
Bencao Gangmu was known in Japan soon 
after the publishing, and gave strong influ¬ 
ence to Japanese herbals and pharmacology. 
It was translated into Japanese with Japanese 
title Honzokomoku by Jakusui (Nobuyoshi) 
Ina(o) in 1714. Ekiken (Atsunobu) Kaibra 
published the first original Japanese Materia 
medica under the strong influence of Li Shi- 
zhen’s Bencao Gangmu in 1709 (Ohba 
1993). Ranzan Ono wrote a commentary on 
Li’s Bencao Gangmu in 1804, with title 
Honzokomoku-keimo in 35 volumes in which 
he displayed a considerable critical judg¬ 
ments. It is noticeable that Ranzan proved 
that the same or similar natural productions 
of the majority of those of China are found 
in Japan. This commentary was revised and 
enlarged by his grandson and published in 
1847 (Ohba 1993) . 
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Hideaki Ohba: On the Scientific Names of the Species of Hedyotis Section 
Leptopetalum (Rubiaceae) (Notulae ad plantas japoniae 12) 
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Hedyotis L. (type: //. fruticosa L.) 

Subgen. Leptopetalum (Hook. & Am.) 
Hook.f. in Benth. & Hook.f., Gen. PI. 2: 57 
(1873). 

Sect. Leptopatalum: Fosberg & Sachet in 
Allertonia 6: 199 (1991). 

Leptopetalum Hook. & Am., Bot. Beechey 
Voy.: 295 (1838). Type: L. mexicanum Hook.f. & 
Am. 
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Oldenlandia sect. Leptopetalum (Hook.f. & Hedyotis hookeri (K. Schum.) Fosberg apud 
Am.) K. Schum. in Engl. & Prantl, Nat. Fosberg & Sachet in Allertonia 6: 199 (1991). 
Pflanzenfam. IV, 4: 25 (1891). Leptopetalum mexicanum Hook. & Am. in 


TAB. LX l 



Fig. 1. Lectotype of Leptopetalum mexicanum Hook. & Am. (Bot. Beechey Voy.: Tab. LXI, 1838). 
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Bot. Beechey Voy. 295 (1838). Lectotype: Hook. 
& Am. in Bot. Beechey Voy., Tab. LXI (1838) 
[selected by Fosberg 1. c.] [Fig. 1] 

Hedyotis cordata Zucc. in Abh. Akad. 
Muench. IV-3: 111 (1846), non Steudel (1840). 
Type: Bonin-sima (Mertens s.n., LE, not seen). 

Hedyotis leptopetala Hook.f. in Benth. & 
Hook., Gen. PI. 2: 57 (1873), non A. Gray 
(1859), a new name for Leptopetalum mexicanum 
Hook. & Am. 

Oldenlandia hookeri K.Schum. in Engl. & 
Prantl, Pfl.-fam. IV, 4 : 25 (1891), a new name for 
Leptopetalum mexicanum Hook. & Am. 

Oldenlandia cordata (Zucc.) Matsum., Ind. 
2 (2): 592 (1912), as ‘(S[ieb], et Z[ucc].)’. 

Leptopetalum cordatum (Zucc.) Hatus. in 
Trans. Nat. Hist. Formos. 26: 218 (1936). 

Hedyotis bonincola Ohwi in Acta. Phytotax. 
Geobot. 5: 179 (October, 1936), a new name for 
Hedyotis cordata Zucc. 

Leptopetalum bonincola (Ohwi) Hosok. in Bot. 
& Zool. 6: 717 (1938), as ‘bonincoluml 
Hedyotis mexicana (Hook. & Am.) Hatus. in J. 
Jpn. Bot. 36 : 296 (1961), non Sesse & Mo?. 
(1887). T.Yamaz. in K.Iwats. & al., FI. Jap. 
Ilia: 216 (1993). 

Japanese name: Mamba-shimazakura. 

Distr.: The Chichijima and the Hahajima 
Groups of the Bonin Islands. Endemic. 

Hedyotis leptopetala A. Gray in Mem. Amer. 
Acad., N.S., 6: 394 (1859). Type: Bonin Islands 
(Chares Wright s.n., A). 

Hedyotis grayi Hook.f. in Benth. & Hook., 
Gen. PI. 2: 57 (1873), a new name for Hedyotis 
leptopetalum A.Gray. T.Yamaz. in K.Iwats. & 
al., FI. Jap. Ilia: 215 (1993). 

Oldenlandia grayi (Hook.f.) K.Schum. in Engl. 
& Prantl, Pfl.-fam. IV, 4 : 25 (1891). 

Hedyotis multiflora auct. non Cav. (1801): 
Hook. & Am. in Bot. Beechey Voy. 264 (1838). 
Japanese name: Shimazakura. 

Distr.: The Chichijima and the Hahajima 
Groups of the Bonin Islands. Endemic. 

The correct name of the all two species con¬ 
sisting of Hedyotis subgen. Leptopetalum sect. 


Leptopetalum was discussed. One of these two is 
H. hookeri (K.Schum.) Fosberg previously 
known as H. mexicana (Hook. & Am.) Hatus. 
(1961) in Japanese literatures, and the other is H. 
leptopetala A.Gray. I noted the nomenclatural 
problems related to them. 
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Endnote 

1) * A 

^ fz (0 It, O Hooker t Amott § If 
L X h. “When no habitat is mentioned, 
the specimens are understood to have been col¬ 
lected at Tepic. We must remark, however, that 
there seems to have been a considerable mixture 
of the specimens collected at Loo Choo and 
Bonin with those of Mexico, the same species oc¬ 
casionally occurring in both packets. Thus nearly 
all the specimens of what we have called 
Euonymus Japonicus and Elaeocarpus photo- 
niaefolius, are in the Mexican collection; and on 
the other hand, we found a bad specimen of 
Gordonia Lasianthus among the Loo Choo col¬ 
lection, although we thought it unnecessary to no¬ 
tice it.” (p. 275). 

^ M t L X IS Wt, £ ti tz fit <D i , 
Callicarpa parvifolia {0 y 'J n nA 7-ifA) 
A Senebiera mexicana (’V > 2 3' )]/ id y v) f 

(1972^) 



